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WASHINGTON--Unemployment for blacks rose slightly to 11.6 
percent in December 1988 from the 11.2 percent rate of November, 
according to the U.S. Labor Department's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. The black unemployment rate in December 1987 was 
12.3 percent. 


For black men, the December 1988 unemployment rate was 10.0 
percent, compared to 9.8 percent in November and 10.4 percent in 
December 1987. Black women had an unemployment rate of 10.5 
percent in December 1988, compared to 9.8 percent in November and 
10.9 percent in December 1987. 


Black teenagers had the highest rate of unemployment, at 


percent in December, down slightly from the November rate of 
percent and December 1987's 33.9 percent. 


Altogether, the numper of nonfarm payroll jobs continued to 
increase in December and unemployment was about unchanged. Both 
the overall and the civilian worker jobless rates were 5.3 
percent in December. 


Nonagricultural payroll employment, as measured by the monthly survey 
S 


of business establishments, rose by 280,000 in December to 107.7 million, 
seasonally adjusted. Total civilian employment, as measured by the monthly 
survey of households, was abouc unchanged at 116.0 million. Both series 


had shown increases of about 409,000 in the prior month. 


Unemployment (Household Survey Data) 


The number of unemployed persons (6.6 million) and the civilian worker 
unemployment rate (5.3 percent) were about unchanged in December, after 
seasonal adjustment. Aithough essentially unchanged over the month, both 
trended downward during 1988. Most of the decline occurred early in the 
year, but there was also a slight improvement in the final quarter. 


Jobless rates among the major worker groups--adult men (4.7 percent), 
adult women (4.7 percent), teenagers (14.8 percent), whites (4.6 percent), 
blacks (11.6 percent), and Hispanics (7.6 percent)--also showed little or 
no change over the month. Neariy all exhibited some modest improvement 
over the past year, however. 


Both the mean and median duration of unemployment were about unchanged 
in December. Most of the decline of nearly 400,000 in unemployment over 
the past year occurred among persons who were jobless for 15 weeks or 


longer. 


sy 3 > — no 4 ‘ Force (Hi } i Survey Data) 
Civilian Employment and the Labor Force Household Survey) ata) 


Total civilian employment, 1146.9 million, was about unchanged over 
the month, after seasonal adjustment. The proportion of the civilian 
population with jobs (the employment-population ratio) was 62.6 percent in 
December, sustaining the record-high level set in the prior month. | Over 
the past year, civilian employment increased by 2.3 million, with about 
two-thirds of the gain accounted for by adult women and one-third by adult 


mene 





vit 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA 


Employment status of the civilian population by race, sex, age, and Hispanic origin 


nousands 


Employment status, race, sex, age, and 


Hispanic origin 


WHITE 


villian noninstitutional population 
Civilian labor force 
Participation rate 
Employed 
Empioyment-population ratio 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 


Men, 20 years and over 
Civilian labor force 
Participation rate 
Employed 
Employment-population ratio“ 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate ‘ 


Women, 20 years and over 
Civilian labor force 
Participation rate 
Employed , 
Employment-population ratio’ 
Unemployment rate 


Civilian labor force 
Participation rate 
Employed sscsenaeineauadiinenenttia 
Employment-population ratio’ ..... 
Unemployed . 
Unemployment rate 
Men : 
Women 


Civilian noninstitutional population 
Civilian labor force 
Participation rate . 
Employed iliiieetts 
Employment-population ratio’ 
Unemployed Seiouta 
Unemployment rate 


Men, 20 years and 
Civilian labor force —_ 
Participation rate 
Employed ' 
Employment-population ratio” 
Unemployed , 
Unemployment rate 


Civilian labor force 
Participation rate 
Employed 
Employment-population ratio’ 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 


Both sexes, 16 to 19 years 
Civilian labor force 
Psrticipation rate 
Employed 
Employment-population ratio’ 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 
Men 
Women 


See in-*-~ics at end of table 


Both sexes, 16 to 19 years 


Women, 20 years and over 


Not seasonally adjusted 


Nov Dec 
1988 1988 


157,552 | 158,603 | 158,705 
103,443 | 105,509 | 104,972 
65.7 66.5 66.1 
98,639 | 100,818 | 100,423 
62.6 63.6 63.3 
4,804 4,691 4,549 
46 44 43 


54,197 54,921 54,731 

78.0 78.3 779 

51,873 52,700 | 52,466 

74.6 75.1 74.7 
2,323 2,221 
4.0 


20,811 
13,350 
64.1 
11,923 
57.3 
1,427 
10.7 


6,130 
74.2 
5,557 
67.2 
574 
9.4 


6,370 
61.5 
5,769 
55.7 
601 
9.4 


849 
38.9 
597 


Dec 
1987 


HOUSEHOLD DATA 


Seasonally adjusted 


Aug Sept Oct Nov 
1988 1988 1988 1988 


158,340 | 158,422 | 158,524 | 158.603 
105,013 | 105,036 | 105,051 | 105,395 
66.3 66.3 66.3 66.5 
99,907 | 100,058 | 100,199 | 100,543 
63.1 63.2 63.2 63.4 
5,106 4,978 4,852 4,852 
49 47 46 46 


54,864 54,839 
78.4 78.3 
52,487 52,579 
75.0 75.1 
2,377 
43 


54,922 


43,149 
56.4 
41,378 
54.1 | 
1,771 
4.1 | 


7,000 
59.2 | 
6,042 
51.1 | 
958 | 
13.7 | 
13.9 








-more- 








105.411 


66.4 


100.567 


63.4 
4,844 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA HOUSEHOLD DATA 
Employment status of the civilian population for eleven large States 
(Numbers im thousands) 


a a 


Not seasonally adjusted 





+ — 


State and employment status aon pad Dec meg ee 
1987 1988 1988 1988 





California 


21,043 | 21,078 
14,159 14,142 
13,373 | 13,411 
786 731 
5.6 5.2 


Civilan noninstitutional population 
Civilian labor force ... sma 
Employed 
Unemployed — 
Unemployment rate ... 


Florida 


Civilian noninstitutional population 
Cwilian labor force 
Employed ...... 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate ... 


IMinois 


Civilian noninstitutionai population 
Civilian labor force 


Civilian noninstitutional population 
Civilian labor force 


Michigan 


Civilian noninstitutional population 
Civilian labor force 


Civihan noninstitutional population 
Civilian labor force 
Employed .. 
Unemployed .. 
Unemployment rate. 


New York 





Civilian noninstitutional population 
Civilian labor force 














Civilian noninstitutional scenes inncnnsiiiteiadibilendatiamenitin 
Civilian labor force ................ 
Employed . ; 
Unemployed .. alia 
Unemployment rate . 























See footnotes at end of tabie. 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA HOUSEHOLD DATA 
Employment status of the civilian population for eleven ‘arge States—Continued 


(Numbers in thousands) 


reece aaaaaaaacaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaeaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaamaaa aaa 


Not seasonally adjusted ; Seasonally adjusted 


ei ll 
State and employment status Dec Nov. Dec Dec Aug. Sept. Oct 


1987 1968 1 988 1 987 1988 1988 198 


a $$ 


Pennsylvania 


12,048 | 12,072 | 12,075 
8,381 8,354 

| 7,768 

567 | 586 

7.0 





' These are the official Bureau of Labor Statistics’ estimates used in the 
administration of Federal fund allocation programs. NOTE: Revised seasonal factors are not yet available for S 
Bey : . : tate data. T 
* The population figures are not adjusted for seasonal variation; therefore, seasonally adjusted series will be revised for the release of January tote - 
identical numbers appear in the unadjusted and the seasonally adjusted February 3. 
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MINING ATHS HIT NEW LOW IN 1988 


WASHINGTON -- Last year saw the lowest number of mining 
deaths ever recorded in the U.S., according to preliminary 
figures released by the U.S. Labor Department's Mine Safety and 
Health Administration (MSHA). The total of 100 mine fatalities 
recorded in 1988 represents a decline from 130 mining deaths 
during 1987. 


The federal government has maintained an annual count of 
mining deaths since 1911. The mining industry set its previous 
low record of 125 fatalities in 1985. 


Coal mining deaths during 1988 totaled 52, declining from an 
earlier historic low of 63 coal mine fatalities that was achieved 
in 1987. In the metal and nonmetal (non-coal) mining sector, 
MSHA recorded 48 fatalities during 1988, one fewer than the 
earlier historic low of 49 metal and nonmetal mining deaths in 
1986. 


Contributing to the historic low in mine deaths last year 
was a sharp decline in underground coal mine fatalities due to 
falling roof rock. Roof fall fatalities in underground coal 
mines dropped to 8 in 1988, compared with 18 in 1987 and 26 in 
1986. Historically, roof falls have been the single most 
frequent cause of fatal accidents in U.S. coal mines. 


The steep decline in roof fall accidents may be at least 
partly due to widespread adoption of Automated Temporary Roof 
Supports (ATRS) in underground coal mines. ATRS systems protect 
miners who enter newly mined areas to install roof bolts, the 
most common type of roof support. In the past, many fatal 
accidents involved coal miners who entered unsupported areas to 
set temporary supports (wooden or metal props) before installing 
roof bolts. New MSHA regulations for underground coal mines, 
issued in January 1988, make ATRS systems mandatory in nearly all 
roof bolting operations. 


Also contributing to the drop in roof fall deaths may have 
been an MSHA-sponsored Roof Evaluation--Accident Prevention 
(REAP) campaign, which encourages safe roof control practices 
through public service messages and audiovisual materials 
distributed throughout the coal mining industry. 


-more~ 
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"Everyone in mining can be proud of the excellent safety 
records achieved last year," said David C. O'Neal, assistant 
secretary of labor for mine safety and health. "At the same 
time, we all need to keep focused on preventing mine accidents 
today and tomorrow. 


"Right now we're in the midst of the Winter Alert season. 
That's the period from November through March when historically, 
the mining industry has experienced the greatest number of 
serious accidents. Let's all take inspiration from last year's 
outstanding mine safety record and keep our vigilance keen during 
the rest of this winter season." 


8 
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MSHA ANNOUNCES PLANS TO COMBAT ILLEGAL MINING 


WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Labor Department's Mine Safety and 
Health Administration (MSHA) announced a vigorous new program to 
improve its efforts to combat illegal mining. The new program 
will rely upon a special illegal mining task force, as well as 
the efforts of MSHA officials at the district, or local, level. 


David C. O'Neal, assistant secretary for mine safety and 
health, said the agency will be taking a pro-active stance in 
dealing with illegal mining operations. "Until now, MSHA has 
most often deait with illegal operators after the fact, seeking 
criminal charges against the operators of legal mines only after 
a fatality had occurred. Through this program we are 
becoming less reactive and more aggressive in stopping illegal 
mining before the damage is done," said O'Neal. 


MSHA defines an operation as being illegal when the operator 
fails to register the site with the agency. Without such 
registration, MSHA is unable to inspect the site to enforce 
safety and health standards. 


MSHA's efforts at the district level to combat illegal mines 
will be conducted under the guidance of specially trained 
district coordinators. These coordinators will assist other 
district personnel in identifying and documenting illegal mining 
operations. Upon the recommendation of the district 
coordinators, the district manager will be responsible 
for initiating proper enforcement action those operators. 


The new illegal mine task force will work on a nationwide 
basis, handling those cases referred to them by the Administrator 
of Coal Mine Safety and Heaith. 


In addition, the entire program will be coordinated through 
a committee based in the agency's headquarters in Arlington, Va. 
This committee will monitor all reports of illegal mining from 
across the nation, and its work will center on identifying and 
resolving problems which hinder enforcement efforts against 
illegal mining. This group is now studying possible legal 
actions that can be taken against coal brokers who knowingly 
market illegally mined coal. 
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MSHA will also make use of public reports of suspected 
illegal mining activity. Miners or other citizens can make such 
reports by calling their local MSHA district office, ora 
code-a-phone message service in Arlington, Va. In either case, 
all information will be kept confidential, and callers 
do not have to give their names. The code-a-phone message 
service number is (703) 557-2020. 


MSHA's new illegal mine program recognizes the work that has 
been done by other state and federal government agencies and 
follows a pilot program, which has been in place for the past 
several months. Agency investigators have been working on cases, 
which they expect will be the first of several enforcement 
actions aimed at illegal operators under the new progran. 


Illegal, or "wildcat" mining, has been in the public eye 
recently, mostly because of the environmental damage that it 
often leaves behind. MSHA's concern deals more with the 
potential health and safety threat that illegal mining creates 
for those persons who work at illegal mining sites. 


# # # 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


A "Mathenatics Report Card" issued by the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress in June of 1988 showed that 
nearly half of American 17-year-olds cannot perform math problems 
normally taught in junior high, according to "Building a Quality 
Workforce," a joint publication by the U.S. Departments of Labor, 
Commerce and Education. The report states that 27 percent of 13- 
year-olds could not perform math work normally taught in 
elementary school, and only six percent of 17-year-olds could 
solve problems that required several steps or algebra. 


# # # 


One out of three American corporations currently provides 
some form of basic skills training for its employees, according 
to "Building a Quality Workforce," a joint publication by the 
U.S. Departments of Labor, Commerce and Education. The report 
cites an American Society for Training and Development Study 
which predicts that American industry will have to spend as much 
as $25 billion a year on remedial education. 


® # > 











